The only reference to the Commentaries which are in Marshall's own hand appear in his Law Notes, which were compiled in the spring or sumraer of 1780; and the Law Note,s, in turn, are the sum of the documentation of Marshall's preparation for the law. They were compiled, as internal evidence indicates, between the end of May and the end of August, 1780, when Marshall was admitted to the Virginia Bar. The original manuscript, now carefully laminated and rebound, is in the library of the College of William and Mary; it will doubtless form the nucleus for the editorial project on the Marshall papers which has been made possible by grants from the National Historical Publications Commission and the General Assembly of Virginia. In addition, the notes are currently being annotated for a research report to be deposited in the library of the Marshall-Wythe School of Law.
The reason for this project in annotation is illustrated in the excerpt from the Law Notes which follows. Apparently no previous researcher consulting the manuscript has recognized the significance for legal history of the nature and function of the Law Notes. They embrace the major part of 238 manuscript pages (with 44 blanks) and treat more than 70 subjects from Abatement to Limitation of Actions. They are, for the most part, abstracted from the corresponding subjects in the first three volumes of Matthew Bacon's New Abridgement of the Law, the third edition of which was published in 1768.4 The other two sources from. which some of the notes are drawn are the Acts of the Assembly Now in Force in the Colony of Virginia, published by authority of the colonial legislature in Williamsburg in 1769,6 and Blackstone's Commentaries. The selectivity stone." Adams, loc. cit., 5. Beveridge quotes from the Delaplaine letter (which he entitled an "Autobiography") a statement that "from my infancy I was destined for the bar." Beveridge, op. cit., I, 56, n. 8. 4 The first edition of the Abridgement was published in 1786, edited by "A Gentleman of the Middle Temple." In the Library of Congress copy of this edition, George Wythe's bookplate appears in Volume II and his autograph in Volume IV. The set was given to Thomas Jefferson and by him to his nephew, Dabney Carr, in 1806. Marshall's marginal citations copied from Bacon. provide the clue to the edition used by him; i.e., the references to Lord Raymond's Reports do not appear until the third edition of 1768. While they are also in subsequent editions, including the fourth edition of 1778, it is hardly to be conceived that in the following eighteen months of intensifying military operations in the southern theater, a copy of the fourth edition would have reached Virginia during the time of Marshall's study.
5 Acts of the Assembly Now in Force in the Colony of Virginia (Williamsburg, 1769 ). This was the major compilation of local legislation in the colonial period of Virginia. Until Hening's collection was published l3REVIA ADDENDA 209 of the subjects abstracted, and the occasional substitution of Virginia statutory material for Bacon's Parliamentary citations, makes reasonably clear that the purpose of the Law Notes was to provide a summary of the common law in Virginia as it stood at this time. n "Coverture is a good plea in Abatement, which may he either 
